
 
Dallastown Area Middle School PTO 

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 

10:00 AM 

Zoom Call 
Meeting Facilitator:  Emily Lauer, PTO President 

 

Attending: Emily Lauer, Jillian Mastromatteo, Andreanna Papayannis, Heather Lee, Dr. Kevin 

Peters, Alissa Kaltreider, Jen Spangler, Dr. Josh Doll, Dr. Erin Heffler, Jodi Brown, Erin 

Ricketts, Catherine Ross, Jenifer Talbert 

 

I. Call to Order / Welcome 

 

II. Superintendent’s Presentation and Q&A 

(Dr. Doll and Dr. Heffler) 
 
Secondary campus is now virtual through 12/2. They are starting to show  
signs on in school transmission. The health department made the  
recommendation to move to virtual for two weeks but ultimately it was Dr.  
Doll’s decision. The district will keep track of data trends during the shut  
down to see if there should be any changes. They are going to try to stick  
to just the 14-day quarantine time frame for any closures. The health dept.  
reports to the district, even if the families do now. They do not foresee a  
district wide closing at any point but rather individual classrooms or  
buildings. 
The dashboard includes remote learners, as they may still be entering the  
buildings or participating in activities. Cases fall off once their quarantine  
time has finished or if the student switches to remote learning. Every case  
is unique, admin looks to see how they can possibly be connected before  
determining whether a shutdown should occur.  
The district is having a difficult time developing a matrix to release since  
every case is unique and may not have equal effect as another case.  
Could possibly cause undue panic.  
 
 

 

III. Principal’s Report 
(Dr. Peters) 

 

Virtual Wednesdays are a huge help to teachers and is very much 
appreciated. Students are getting better instruction and better lessons 
because teachers have the opportunity to work ahead.  

 

Unapproved 



IV. Secretary’s Report 
 A. Minutes are not posting on the website; we will approve in January.  
 

V. Treasurer’s Report 
A. Approval of proposed 2020-2021 budget 
 1st motion: Jillian Mastromatteo 2nd motion: Heather Lee 
This year’s budget is tight. Box tops is pretty much gone, and Giant is  
no longer running the school rewards program. We will focus on Weis, 
amazon smile, and spirit nights. We will revisit 3 monkeys about a full or 
partial refund from our spring cancellation. Our credit is extended to this 
spring. Membership this year is only around $400, compared to $1400 last 
year. With few opportunities for student activities we will be spending most 
of our budget on backpacks and hospitality to boost teacher morale.  

 

VI. Old Business 

A. Building requests  
We have not heard anything more on the calculators the math department  
requested before the beginning of the school year. Dr. Peters advised that  
we do not need to order any.  We are ready to order anything else that is   
needed (that we can manage on this year’s limited budget).  This will take  
the place of the grant process this year. 

 

B. Gratitude-Grams - Heather 
 So far, we have handed out 55 gratitude grams with 7 more being  

delivered today. We will send monthly reminders to let people know we will 
be doing this all year. After winter break, we will determine if any teachers 
have been left out so we can fill in the gaps.  

 
VII. Committee Reports 

A. Membership  
Currently Membership is down from LY, $425 TY vs. $1455 LY.  I will ask 
Dr. Peters to send out membership information in his weekly email along 
with ways parents can help out our school community, (Amazon Smile, 
Weis, Boxtops) PTO Membership dollars are used to improve student MS 
experiences. Last year we were able to provide the school with money for 
CLIMB days, install much needed water fillers, supply the teachers with 2 
full meals and a BTS coffee truck.   
Membership funds this year will be used to purchase bins for the ELA 
teachers, and supply food for the Backpack program. 
 
 

 

 



B. Spirit Wear  
Our fall sale ended 10/4, we made $268.48- proceeds went to our 
backpack program. The next store will open today through 11/22 with 
delivery in time for holidays. It will include gift and winter items: scarf, 
gloves, hat etc…We will give the option for office pick up if they’d like their 
purchase to be a surprise.  

 

C. Backpack Program -  
*We started the program last week with 33 students, including a few 
siblings in other district buildings that decided against having a backpack 
program this year.  We have added another student since then, and I’m 
assuming that trend will continue.  This year is going to be a big year for 
backpacks - we topped out at just 24 students last year. 
*We’ve created an Amazon wishlist to simplify food donations from families 
and/or businesses since we won’t be holding any food drives this year  
*We are going to pursue grants through Walmart, and a few other places. 
  

D. Hospitality -  
We ordered soft pretzels as a snack for teachers on their first in-service 
day (9/25) from York Pretzel Co. We will continue to try and do small 
snacks like this throughout the year rather than a large meal. We will look 
into cider and sugar cakes from Brown’s for later this month.  

 
E. Spirit Nights –  
We’ve done two spirit nights so far, MOD on 10/2 where we made $111.73 
and Chipotle on 11/2 where we made $$286. We are waiting for a 
confirmation from Noodles & Co for a December date. We’re looking into 
other ideas, possibly a poinsettia sale.  

 

F. Veterans Day Celebration -  
We were disappointed that we couldn’t hold the event that we hoped would 
build on what we started last year, but obviously we couldn’t invite folks 
into the school for an event this year.  Instead, we came up with an idea to 
ask students to submit pictures or videos of the veterans in their lives, that 
we would edit into a video for the kids to watch in social studies class on 
the 11th.  The social studies department liked the idea and pretty much 
just did it entirely on their own, even though we really never meant for it to 
be an assignment for them.  Hopefully next year the in-person event can 
take place again.  Mr. Ellis also asked me to share that the social studies 
department will be collecting donations for local veterans until November 
20 to be distributed to the VA Hospital in Lebanon County.  Maybe we can 
post the request items list on our social media? 

 



G. Rewards - 
*Boxtops were submitted and we should receive a check for $58.80. 
Our Boxtops Chairperson has decided to post a video explaining how the 
new app works on our social media, then an item of the week (based on 
items Boxtops is giving bonus box tops for).  Hopefully that will encourage 
more people to scan their receipts since I think clipped box tops are pretty 
much done now. 
*We just signed up with Amazon Smile, so we can earn money from folks’ 
Amazon purchases.  Of course if they sign up to donate to us AND order 
off our backpack wishlist we’ll be helped in two ways on one transaction. 

 

VIII. Public Comments 

 

IX. Next Meeting 

 Wednesday, January 13 at 10am 

 

X. Adjournment 


